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2005 -2015 

“We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.”  Winston S. Churchill  

 

 

 

                      

                   

Making a lasting difference two-families, two-communities at a time 
Good Neighbors’ focus is on building stronger families and communities through our work.  The families we assist are employed at 
low-wage jobs and can’t afford repairs necessary for a dry, safe and warm home – but also can’t receive help from government 
funded programs because they work.  Our help provides Hope that can influence generations of their family to work hard and help 
others.  The volunteers, mainly teenagers, travel across the country with their church or school groups to work on these families’ 
homes.  When they work with families they respect, it is an inspiration to continue helping and convince others to so the same!  The 
following example, from this past summer, shows the effects beyond the actual repair: 
 
Roland spent 8 years fighting for our country in Iraq, with ideas of returning home to an education, a great job, finding a nice house 
and raising a family.  The last thing he ever planned to do was ask anyone for help - but with a combination of unexpected home 
repairs, a new baby on the way, all his savings used-up and a house with no insulation, a broken furnace, and a leaky roof – he 
humbled himself for the sake of his family and decided to see if there were any programs available to help families in his situation.  
What he found was – yes, there were programs that could help… but his income of around $9/hour disqualified him from receiving 
assistance.  After hearing “NO” 5 times…fortunately, somebody told him about Good Neighbors – not only for his family’s sake, but 
for the sake of all the people who would come in contact with them.   
 
Tim and Ray (father and son) were two volunteers with Hope Builders (NJ) who had the privilege of working alongside Roland and 
his wife Veronica.  For both families, it was an experience they will always remember – in their words: 
 
Ray: When you help Good Neighbors, you really feel like you're helping your neighbor. You forget that you're there only for a week. 
I have found myself saying “what are we doing Monday?” at the end of the week, only to realize we're reluctantly going back up 
North the next day. Working with the whole Good Neighbors team really makes you feel like part of a family, and it's an experience 
not to be traded with anything. I've gotten more out of talking to the staff and the families we helped than I could ever learn in school. 

Roland: To Good Neighbors and all of its volunteers....there is no words I could say to truly thank all of you enough for what you 
have done for our family...it breaks my heart to see you guys go, I hope you come back to visit someday and may God Bless you all so 
very much because you have blessed us, so thank you again you guys are a true inspiration that there is still good people out there 
and a great hope for our future generations to come. 

Veronica: I would like to thank everyone for all they have done for us.  You are such wonderful people for taking your summertime 
and working in hot weather for people you never met.  It is a true blessing we got to meet you guys!  It is wonderful to see so many 
good people in a world of bad.  I hope my kids grow up as humble and compassionate as you guys. 

Tim: “Ray’s and my experience with Good Neighbors has really had an impact on our whole family.  He and I have so many 
memories, new friends, and inside jokes that we now share. We even have more people to exchange puns with on Facebook (you 
know who you are, Roland!)” More than that, though, our family members that stay at home are also a big part of Hope Builders’ 
and Good Neighbors’ mission. They support us by helping out with the fundraising that goes into preparing for the trip, by “holding 
down the fort” when we are away, and by praying for the entire group leading up to and during our mission trip.  We come home 
tired-out, but a little kinder, a little more understanding of others, and a little more willing to give someone a hand when they need 
it.”  
Since the summer, Tim, Ray, Roland and Veronica have continued to actively contribute to their communities and to Good 
Neighbors through their time and donations. 
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From our President:      10 Years of Hope and Change… 

Years before “Hope and Change” became a political buzz-term, or buzz-kill depending on your view, Good Neighbors was 
founded on the concept of bringing Hope and Change to families through a much simpler equation than politics.  With a 
combination of hard-work, dedication, generosity and answered prayers… are we succeeding?  Yes We Are! 
 
As we enter our 10th year, it’s amazing to think that our tiny organization has directly impacted the lives of over 1,000 people in our 
community, received over 100,000 hours of volunteer labor from people across the nation, and done it in such a way that has inspired a 
true sense of hope and inspiration in all parties involved!   
 
As Tim’s quote portrayed in the previous story, there is much that goes on behind the scenes to make everything come together, and 
many people to thank!  Without the support of our volunteers’ churches and families-at-home, their mission trips would not be 
possible.  Without our local church, volunteers wouldn’t have a place to sleep and eat.  Without the hard-work, year-round, of our staff 
(many times without pay), our program would never go.  Without our financial donors, we wouldn’t have an office, phone, tools, fuel 
or building materials - the list goes on and on… 
 
Fortunately – your gifts, labor, prayers and sacrifice have created an organization that creates true Hope and Change.  It is evident by 
the groups who choose to return, the local staff members who we first met while working on their family’s homes, the staff members 
who we first met as volunteers, families we have helped who now help their neighbors, and the overall love for Good Neighbors in our 
community and yours! 

To everyone involved, thank you for making a difference!  Jason Benedict 
 
  

2014 Numbers: 
 

25 

Average number of lives 
touched by each home 
repair mission project 
(family helped+volunteers) 

 
100% 

Volunteers stating they 
would return to a Good 
Neighbors mission trip 

Each year, beginning in the spring, every family approved for our help takes a 5-week financial training 
course designed to show the importance of saving and to prepare them for their project and future 
emergencies.  This year, for the first time, I was the facilitator.  I was so happy to start this class and get to 
really know and learn about each and every one of the families we would be helping throughout the summer.   
I learned that with guidance and encouragement they can do anything, and that they all had a heart to give to 
others, even while they were in need themselves. The group was fantastic!   
 
One very successful concept I taught was saving money by various means and putting the savings their 
“freedom jars” and to be proud of it. They brought their jars to class every week to show what they had saved 
toward their home repair and we all encouraged each other.  Following the summer, I followed-up and 
discovered that most of my class were still using their freedom jars, as well as many of their children too! 
 
Change took place during this course and saving has become the new-normal for many!  I am so pleased with 
the dedication of the families this year and would like thank everyone who was involved in helping them! 
 

Financial Training Program - by Lisa Benedict 

When you give, it is a big deal  because your dollars are the visible reward of all the time, effort and education 
it took for you to earn them.  When you give money to help somebody else, it means you are actually giving 
more of yourself than you might have ever considered…you are giving them your time as well as sharing in the 
rewards of your labor.  With this understanding, we treat your donations accordingly and work as hard as we 
can to stretch every dollar by pre-purchasing building materials at the best prices, keeping very low office costs 
and, most importantly, making the biggest impact possible with each family and project your donations support! 
   

A donation can go a long way! 

Our WORK 
Good Neighbors, Inc. is a 501(C)(3) charity Who: 

 
• Assists employed people, whose self-sufficiency is threatened by a specific incident of Home or 

automotive breakdown 
 

What we do: 
• Provide needed repairs, at no charge, as a one-time-only event 

• Require people we help to: donate a day of their time to help others & take our financial counseling 
course 

 
We help When: 

   • We confirm: current employment, need, and references 
   • We believe our assistance will allow the recipient to continue living self-sufficiently 

 

Jason and Lisa Benedict 

2014 Financial Training Class 



 

I will give the gift of 
Hope through: 

 
 
 ____ A One-time Donation of 
  

$____________ 
 

 
____ $________/month 
 
 
 

When you give… 

 
it really is like planting a seed 
because your gift multiplies! 

 

OR... 
 ____ I would like to give by credit card online. 
 You may do so by clicking the donate tab on our     
 website at: www.goodneighbors-inc.org 
  
 ____ I pledge my prayer support during the 
 next 12 months 

 
_____      Please contact my church about 2015             
 Mission trips - write contact info on back 
 
______      I would consider serving on a committee  
                or using my professional skills to  
                advise/help Good Neighbors - write contact  
                                                                            info on back 
  

 

 

Plant a Seed. 
Make a Difference. 

Please Mail Donations to: 
 

Good Neighbors, Inc. 
P.O. Box 640 

Staffordsville, KY 41256 
 

Please make checks payable to: Good Neighbors, Inc. 
Thanks for your support! Good Neighbors, Inc. is a 501 c3 charity.  Contributions are tax-deductible 

Repairing Homes, Restoring Hope 
Since 2005 


