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The 

JOURNAL 
Thank you for making a difference! 

 “We make a living by what we get. We make a life by what we give.” Winston S. Churchill 

 

Because	YOU	chose	to	give,	2015	will	
be	remembered	for	its	Blessings	just	as	
much	as	for	its	Tragedies.			

On	the	afternoon	of	July	13th,	a	flash‐
flood	ripped	through	parts	of	Flat	Gap,	
Red	Bush	and	Staffordsville,	washing	
away	everything	in	its	path.		Hundreds	
of	people	were	caught	completely	
unaware,	left	with	nothing	as	the	
waters	swept	away	their	homes,	
vehicles,	belongings	and,	in	some	
cases,	their	family	members.			

Markita	Trent	watched	as	her	home,	
along	with	several	of	her	neighbors’	
homes,	were	completely	washed	away.	

"When	the	flood	hit,	it	just	tore	us	all	
apart,	it	just	totally	wiped	us	out,	nobody	
could	control	anything.	The	water	was	in	
control	so,	it’s	just	been	devastating	for	
real.”	

In	the	aftermath,	everything	seemed	
surreal.		We	were	still	left	with	
unfinished	summer	projects,	a	list	of	
hard‐working	families	who	applied	for	
help	before	the	flood.		We	were	also	
out	trying	to	help	flood	victims	in	any	
way	possible	and	knowing	that	
hundreds	of	people	would	need	help	
repairing	and	rebuilding	after	the	
flood…						

Then,	we	quickly	began	receiving	
blessings.		First,	two	of	our	church	
groups	from	New	Jersey	sent	gift	cards	
and	funds	to	help	with	some	
immediate	needs	–	contractor	bags,	
shovels	and	rakes	for	debris	removal,	
window	ac	units,	appliances,	materials,	
furniture,	and	other	essential	items.			

I don’t always have an epiphany… 
but when I do, it ends up in this part of the 
newsletter. 	

A	couple	weeks	after	the	flood,	in	a	brief	
moment	of	reflection	after	attending	a	
flood	victim’s	funeral,	it	hit	me	like	a	ton	
of	bricks…		
We	were	supposed	to	be	there!			

On	the	Monday	the	flood	hit,	Larry	and	I	
were	scheduled	to	lead	two	volunteer	
crews	on	projects	way‐out	in	Flat	Gap,	
about	15	minutes	further	than	where	the	
flooding	hit.			

On	Sunday	evening,	we	decided	that	one‐
day	of	work	would	bring	completion	to	a	
couple	homes,	so	we	pushed‐back	our	Flat	
Gap	projects	by	one	day.		Louie,	whose	
home	we	were	finishing	that	Monday,	
called	off	Vacation	Bible	School	to	help.		
That	evening,	seven	feet	of	water	
occupied	his	church,	but	no	children.	

I	don’t	know	the	outcome	if	our	plans	
hadn’t	changed,	but	I	know	I,	Larry	and	14	
volunteers	would	have	needed	to	drive	
directly	through	the	flooding	on	the	way	
back	from	our	jobsite…here’s	my	take:	

Homes,	possessions	and	life	are	blessings,	
however,	they	can	be	gone	in	an	instant.		
Planning	for	the	future	is	important,	but	it	
is	equally	important	to	live,	love,	give	and	
serve	like	there’s	no	tomorrow.			

Thank	you,	so	much,	for	your	support.	You	
make	a	big	difference!	

Jason Benedict 

Next,	we	found	out	that,	beginning	
in	September,	TJ	and	Carolyn	had	
been	approved	to	work	with	us	
full‐time	with	us	through	
Americorps. 

In	the	interim,	we	received	a	
donation,	from	one	of	our	
volunteers,	which	allowed	us	to	
spend	August	finishing	
uncompleted	projects.			

Shortly	thereafter,	we	began	
working	with	community	
organizations	to	help	assess	the	
needs,	coordinate	local	and	out‐of‐
state	relief	volunteers,	and	begin	
the	repair	process.			

For	a	small	organization,	it’s	
amazing	what	we	have	been	able	
to	accomplish	already!		The	
financial	support	received	from	St.	
Joe’s,	St.	Matt’s,	as	well	as	from	
individuals	and	organizations	has	
gone	a	long	way	to	put	our	staff	
and	volunteers	to	work	with	
maximum	productivity	and	
impact!				

We	thank	you	for	your	trust	and	
will	continue	to	make	every	dollar	
count,	as	we	use	them	to	bring	
families	closer	to	normal‐life	after	
the	flood.	

In	addition,	as	we	continue	to	
move	forward,	with	an	ever‐
growing	list	of	projects,	and	
volunteer	groups,	we	ask	your	
prayers	for	strength	and	energy	
for	our	staff.			

Winter 2015 



 
From	a	volunteers	Perspective:	

“Attending	Appalachia	2015	was	one	of	the	best	
things	I	have	done	and	it	was	truly	a	rewarding	
experience.”	

These	was	the	words	Elizabeth	Audino,	a	volunteer	from	
New	Jersey,	used	to	describe	her	experience	as	a	
volunteer	with	Good	Neighbors	.		After	working	hard	to	
help	repair	homes	and	building	bonds	with	the	families,		
staff	and	other	volunteers,	Elizabeth	went	home	with	a	
reward	of	her	own.	

I	met	some	incredibly	kind	and	caring	people,	
especially	the	family	whose	home	I	worked	on.		They	
were	so	grateful	for	everything	we	did	for	them,	which	
made	me	realize	the	importance	of	what	I	was	doing	
and	how	lucky	I	was	to	have	this	opportunity.		
I	got	to	meet	so	many	new	people	and	I	gained	the	
experience	of	being	able	to	give	back	to	others.		I	had	
a	great	experience	in	Appalachia	this	year	and	I	
cannot	wait	for	next	year’s	trip!”	

Mission Trips  

& Their Impact 
‐by	Veronica	Marcum	

From	a	Family’s	Perspective:		

“The	most	wonderful	gift	that	we	have	received	is	not	
material	things,	it	is	the	gift	of	knowing	that	people	still	
care.”	said	Samantha	Hall.	

Last	summer,	Good	Neighbors	staff	and	volunteers	worked	on	
Samantha’s	home,	repairing	roof	leaks,	plumbing	leaks	and	
creating	separate	rooms	for	the	children,	Samantha	shares	her	
gratitude	with	our	staff	and	volunteers:	

“Thank	you	all	so	much	for	all	that	you	do.	Not	just	the	
things	that	you	have	done	for	my	family,	but	for	everyone	
that	you	have	helped.	Sometimes,	it	seems	that	the	world	
can	be	so	cruel.	As	hard	as	we	try,	we	just	keep	getting	
knocked	back	down.	Then,	people	like	you	come	into	our	
lives	and	give	us	hope	again.	From	home	repairs	to	
Christmas	dinner,	everything	that	you	have	done	for	us	is	
truly	a	blessing,	but	the	most	wonderful	gift	that	we	have	
received	is	not	material	things.	It	is	the	gift	of	knowing	that	
people	still	care.	I	have	always	tried	to	teach	my	children	to	
be	kind	and	helpful.		
Thank	you	for	helping	me	teach	that	lesson.	You	are	an	
awesome	example.	We	wish	you	all	a	Merry	Christmas,	and	
we	thank	you	for	making	ours	so	blessed.”	

Our WORK:  Good Neighbors, Inc. is a 501(C)(3) charity Who:

 Assists employed people, whose self-sufficiency is threatened by a specific incident of Home or automotive breakdown

What we do: 
 Provide needed repairs, at no charge, as a one-time-only event, using the labor of volunteer groups from across the nation

 Require people we help to: give‐back a day of their time to help others & take our financial counseling course

We help When: 

 We confirm: current employment, need, references and willingness to take part in their repair 

 We believe our assistance will allow the recipient to continue living self‐sufficiently 

Making a difference for generations to come! 
When I saw 14‐year old Becky hold up her “Freedom Jar” with the money she had saved because she saw her mom doing it, it 
reinforced my belief that the War on Poverty can be Won!   

Each family approved for Good Neighbors’ large‐scale home repair program attends a mandatory 5‐week financial training course that 
focuses on saving a portion of funds toward their home repair project as well as be prepared for future unexpected needs.   

The concept is simple – identify items you spend money on that are not necessities (fast food lunches, energy drinks, etc.), then each 
time you pack your lunch or make coffee at home, take the money you save and place it in  
a jar at the end of the day.  Saving $5 each day may not seem like much, but $150 at the end  
of each month ‐ $1,800 each year – goes a long way toward being prepared the next time the  
washer goes‐out or the car breaks down…  

The real impact, though, is the increased confidence it provides along with the example it 
provides for the next generation! 



I will give the gift of 
Hope through: 

 ____ A One-time Donation of 

$____________ 

____ $________/month 

When you give… 

 
it really is like planting a seed 
because your gift multiplies! 

OR... 
 ____ I would like to give by credit card online. 

You may do so by clicking the donate tab on our     
website at: www.goodneighbors-inc.org 

 ____ I pledge my prayer support during the 
next 12 months 

_____      Please contact my church about 2016            
Mission trips - write contact info on back 

______      I would consider serving on a committee 
                or using my professional skills to  
                advise/help Good Neighbors - write contact 

   info on back 

 

 

Plant a Seed. 
Make a Difference.

Please Mail Donations to: 
Good Neighbors, Inc. 

P.O. Box 640 
Staffordsville, KY 41256 

Please make checks payable to: Good Neighbors, Inc. 
Thanks for your support! Good Neighbors, Inc. is a 501 c3 charity.  Contributions are tax-deductible 

Repairing Homes, Restoring Hope 
Since 2005 




